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1 Introduction:

The intention of this document is to provide a tool to be used in consultation processes about
the future of Broomhill Park. It will be used to communicate ideas around the potential for the
park with politicians, local community and other stakeholders including funders. It is not a
prescription or plan set in stone. ldeas, impressions, problems and solutions appearing in the
following pages are there to stimulate thought and debate. If and when funding is secured to
develop the park, then the community, local authority and other interested parties will be
engaged in the design consultation process. The design stage will be a further opportunity
for all of the interested parties to influence the future of Broomhill Park.

Broomhill Park — is Broom Hill!
Broomhill Park — The Vision

The immediate impression when you first go to Broomhill Park is one of surprise because
you had not realised it was there. It is a fantastic place. Peer between the stands of trees
and you glimpse spectacular views over Rochester, Chatham, and the River Medway and
beyond. Medway Council and the Friends of Broomhill would like to bring the park into the
21% century and realise the park’s full potential as an important and special amenity for the
local and wider community.

Broomhill Park serves the people of Strood North, a Ward with a population in excess of
13,000 people. A summary of the demographic composition of Strood North is reproduced in
the appendix. It is therefore a very important social and environmental amenity at the very
heart of the Ward. The issues affecting the park may not be instantly apparent but the
problems are also opportunities. In the following pages we attempt to highlight the issues
and propose solutions based on the information and aspirations gleaned from consultation
with the local community, the Friends of Broomhill and other interested parties so that
Broomhill Park will become ...

... a safe, exciting and healthy place

The park can be more vibrant with the play areas full of fun and adventure. Open areas can
provide for quiet recreation and relaxation yet cater for the occasional community event. The
wooded area could be enhanced by proper management and maintenance to improve the
areas condition and help increase the diversity of flora and fauna.

Improvements of the kind envisaged in this document can bring significant environmental
and social benefit to Broomhill Park and the surrounding communities. The processes
involved in the regeneration would enhance leisure and recreation in the park and provide a
vehicle for the enhancement, creation and protection of wildlife habitats.

A partnership of Friends of Broomhill, Medway Council and other local people and
organisations can be built to provide for the long term management of the park to ensure
appropriate development and safeguard the improvements for the future.

.... a connected place

Linked into the Green Grid network of open spaces the park is a special place with
insurmountable views of the Medway Towns, river and surrounding countryside. The park
will be a welcoming place. Access and egress improvements throughout the site will
enhance the physical links between the residential areas around the park. Allied with the
frontline work of Friends of Broomhill, the improved conditions can only encourage and
increase social interaction and cohesion of the Broomhill community as a whole.

Who owns Broomhill Park?

The open space, children’s play area and the school playing field are owned by Medway
Council. Other areas of the park that are included in this document are in different
ownership. The woodland to the South of the park is not owned by Medway Council. Due to
the benefits that this land could bring in significantly increasing the size of the park and
recreation opportunities in the Strood area, Medway Council hope to explore the
opportunities for acquiring this site.

At the time of writing various attempts had been made to discover the landowners of the
woodland in order to include them in the consultation. Until such time as the landownership
issues have been resolved the woodland will be outside the scope of any firm decisions or
plans. Further contact work in this regard is beyond the capacity of the current project and
would need to be carried out as part of the over-arching scheme that would carry forward the
interventions proposed in this document.
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2 Site Reconnaissance

2.1 Reconnaissance Vvisits were made in order to evaluate the physical condition of the
park and to gain an understanding of its geography and character. The photomontage
overleaf is derived from our photo-reconnaissance visits and deals with access issues relating
to the park and the immediate surrounds. Resolving issues highlighted here will go a very long
way to making Broomhill Park the amenity it deserves to be. This is a summary of the
general condition of the park.

& The hill on which the park is situated is the highest point in the Medway Towns with
potentially the furthest and most spectacular views of the region. At various locations in
the park benches have been sited to take advantage the views. However, over the years,
tree growth has blocked the views and those from the prime observation point at the peak
of the hill.

& Footpaths, entrances and steps throughout the site are in need of repair and/or
upgrading. The entrances belie the special character of the park within and do not provide
a welcome or promotional aspect.

& Once inside the park the potential is immediately obvious. The geography of the park is
interesting and attractive. The terraces, open space and grassed areas are in good
condition providing a very pleasant environment for play and relaxation

The children’s play area

& The children’s play area has a modest range of equipment in fairly good state of repair.
The steel fence around the play compound is looking worn and in places damaged with
rails missing.

& Fittings around the site such as benches, litter and dog waste bins were in generally poor
condition when the park was first visited. Medway Greenspace Services have since
replaced many of the litter and dog waste bins. The park would benefit from an increase
In such provision.

Around the site there is an “exercise trail” of outdoor gymnastics and track & field
equipment constructed of galvanised steel, including parallel bars, hurdles, high bar and a
basket ball hoop. All are in need of refurbishment or replacement with modern
alternatives although it would be a shame to lose the unique and possibly quirky
character of the original installation.

A view from the hilltop. When the trees are in full leaf much of the view will be obscured

gical Survey — 06.03.07

On 6" March 2007 Groundwork Conservation Officer Emma Ventham and Landscape
Architects Kim Price and Emma Powell, carried out a preliminary visual ecological survey of
the large woodland area to the south of the park. Their observations are as follows:

2.2 Conservation Officer’'s Preliminary Visual Ecolo

The wooded area comprised of young secondary woodland, with an ivy hedera helix ground
layer. Ivy is an important plant, providing shelter, nesting sites and food for bird species, food
plants for moths, and a crucial late source of nectar for insect species, therefore, some ivy
should be retained within the wooded area.

The wooded area would benefit from management to open up the canopy, remove some of
the ivy from the ground, and encourage a more diverse ground flora. The ground flora is
currently quite poor, due to the dense covering of ivy. Any management should be
undertaken outside of the bird breeding season.

During the site visit, the presence of a number of characteristic bird species were recorded,
either by site, or through bird song, including Great tit Parus major, Blackbird Turdus merula,
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, Song thrush Turdus philomelos and Magpie Pica pica. Broom Hill
Park represents a valuable habitat for bird species within the local area, providing
opportunities for breeding within the wooded section, and a source population for
surrounding areas.

Broom Hill Park represents a key open space within the local landscape with links to
surrounding gardens, and provides a valuable wildlife resource for the local area.

A detailed ecological survey will be necessary to properly inform future management regimes
concerning the woodland and its incorporation into the park.
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2.3 Broomhill Park Entrance Survey
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3  Community and Design Consultation

3.1 Broomhill Park community consultation — Friends of Broombhill

The Friends of Broomhill (FoB) conducted a community consultation in the residential
communities around the park. In April/May 2006, leaflets and questionnaires were circulated
to 2,000 homes. The leaflet/questionnaire drop was repeated in December '06 and March
'07. FoB sought local opinion on the issues affecting the park and what improvements are
needed to make it a more vibrant and user friendly place. 110 questionnaires were
completed and returned which was a response rate of 5.5%.

The table presented here summarises the issues from responses to the Friends of
Broomhill's community consultation and engagement. On the basis of their dialogue with
local residents the group has been able to prioritise issues and improvements for the short,
medium and longer terms. More information about the consultation work carried out by the
group can be obtained from Friends of Broomhill (See ‘Partnership’, section 5).

Broomhill Park — issues and improvements prioritise d

Short Term

Aims

Improved / more regular warden maintenance of park
Removal of graffiti and repairing of vandalism

More bins and dog bins which are emptied more often
Trees cut back and shrubs pruned

Improved signage

Better enforcement of byelaws

Volunteer Task Days

Medium Term Aims

Installation of new picnic / dining area

Improvements to children’s play area, including improved
surfacing

Something for older children (e.g. skateboard facility)
Improved facility / panoramic viewpoint with maps and
information

New park furniture, i.e. benches, etc.

Paths and walkways rebuilt with consideration for buggies and
improved maintenance regime
Access, steps and ramp improvements

Fly-tipping prevention measures

Lighting improvements to footpaths and park
Designated dog walking area

Vehicle access calming and or restrictions (immediate
approaches/roads)

Installation of CCTV

Friends of Broomhill — Volunteer Task Day 21 January 2007

Broomhill Park’s character and location make it a very special place and this is reflected by
the level of interest generated within the local community and the large numbers of people
getting involved in the park and its future. The development of the Friends of group is
progressing steadily. A constitution has been drafted which will be presented for adoption at
their Inaugural General Meeting in May 2007. The group has also been active in the park
having initiated volunteer task days with a clean up and scrub clearance task day having
taken place on 21 January 2007 that was attended by over 40 residents and Medway
Greenspace Services park rangers. At the time of finalising this document another
successful Task Day had taken place on 31°% March 2007.

Long Term Aims

Creation of Sensory Garden and flowerbeds

Botany and wild life talks by local experts

Improving the woods for public roaming inc. pathways,
Creation of nature trail

Creation of small lake

Refurbishment of all steps and fithness area on top of the hill

Improved Sports Facilities, e.g. football, basketball, tennis courts

Traffic calming and/or restriction schemes (surrounding
roads/approach roads)

Installation of Cycle path

Building of Café / Kiosk with emergency phone and first aid
facilities (e.g. Mote Park)
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3.2 Young People and Broomhill Park

A formal canvassing of views of parents, children and young people took place in the park
and in two sessions held at the 2" Strood Boys Brigade. Informal conversations with park
users also occurred during some of the other site visits. In the course of the formal
canvassing, park users were interviewed at various locations in the park. Landscape
Architect’s illustrations based on the previous consultation results were utilised to focus on
and draw attention to particular areas of interest or concern. Participants were asked three
key questions and to tell us something about their experience and knowledge of the park
and its facilities. The questions were: 1) What do they think of the park in its current state? 2)
How often do they use it? 3) What improvements would they like to see?

The park was fairly busy with approaches made to some 40 park users. 28 responded to
interview. 12 were parents (7 mothers, 5 fathers) 7 were male young people age between 8
and 16 years, 9 were female young people aged between 8 and 13 years. All respondents
were local and regular park users. The Landscape Architect’s illustrations were refined
following the park interviews and were then used with the two groups at the 2™ Strood BB.
In total 10 young people in age range of 12 to 17 years and 2 staff members contributed
views. For simplicity the responses are summarised below according to the age group
interviewed.

Issues and improvements raised by parents:

& Play area too small. Parents want the enclosed space of the play area expanded for the
children to run around.

& Enforcement issues — need to improve policing of park and byelaws to stop people letting
their dogs inside the play area.

& Some more challenging play equipment within the children’s play area to cater for
children up to age 11 and a separate play area needed with challenging play equipment
for older age range of young people.

& Dog free zones — dogs mess is a big issue with park users who say that they would use
the park more often for recreation, ball games, picnics etc.

& Problems regarding litter (especially broken glass); young people gathering after dark
drinking alcohol; some illegal motorcycle use - irregular (“an intermittent annoyance”) but
often enough to disturb the peace and present safety problems for park users.

& School playing field issues: Broken glass and litter. Parents perceive the field as a no go
area privately owned by the school. Would be a good location for sports facilities and
community promoted.

& Several people mentioned the need for toilets and provision for refreshments or snacks.

& Improved lighting — particularly on main paths.

Issues and improvements raised by young children (8 to 10 years):

@ Play area too small. Monkey bars need repair.

& Children’s suggestions for additional equipment: Bigger monkey bars, longer slide,
roundabout, tennis & table tennis, football goals and basket ball hoops (for young
children and older people), floor puzzle, rock climbing (climbing wall), playhouse and
somewhere to ride bikes. Bouncy castle!

& New railings needed in play area fence — dogs and children can get in and out through it.

Issues and improvements raised by young people (11 years and over):

@ Condition of the park was a big issue. The litter and dog mess is a big deterrent and all
said they would use the park and more spaces in the park more often if it were cleaner.
Common complaints were about “People being too lazy” and the “... need to stop people
smashing glass and stop littering”

@ One group of young people said they feel that there are too many trees being cut down (a
reference to areas being thinned by Friends of Group).

& We were also informed that there are often fires lit in the wooded areas, burnt out
motorbikes, motorbike riding in the park “on the field”. Rubbish “around the tower”
[referring to the site of the mobile telephone mast] and “ditch used as dumping ground
filled with old, rusty metal, and car tyres, etc.”

@ Young People gave examples of vandalism in the park: Graffiti, e.g. “the graffiti is very
rude”, knocked over lamp-post and smashed lamps, etc.

& Build something for bigger children and young people — e.g. adventure trail, etc. More
litter and dog bins. More space. Bigger play areas. Rock climbing/climbing frames for
older people. Football goal ends, football pitch, basketball/netball,

@ Need signs in the woods to stop people lighting fires.

@ Better footpaths, more flowers.

& Marked football pitch,

& Repair basket ball and exercise “trail”.

The next illustration highlights the main issues, strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and

threats based on the results and information gleaned from the consultation processes and

site visits. The design ideas and proposed interventions presented in the following sections

have likewise been informed by, and represent in outline, ideas arising from the community
consultations.
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Picture Gallery — Landscape Architect's Impressions of  “Before and After”
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Picture Gallery — Landscape Architect’'s Impressions of “ Before and After”

Some examples from other places

New Multi Use Games Area at Ceres Court, Murston,

A slide designed to follow the

New entrance to Chalk Pit hill Park .
contours of the hill
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4  Options for Interventions to Improve and Develop Broomhill Park

As mentioned earlier the purpose of this document is to explore a future vision for Broombhill Park. It is not a prescription; rather it is intended to contribute to the debate about the
parks future by galvanising the thoughts and ideas of the many people in the local community, Friends of Broomhill, Medway Council and other agencies. The following tables
present options for interventions of minimum, medium and maximum scale packages that might contribute to achieving a future vision for Broomhill Park. These are not final
designs and there will be further opportunity for stakeholders to become involved in design work if funding is secured.

The tables should be read in conjunction with the Landscape Architect’s illustrations for each option. The columns to the right of the specific interventions indicate which
improvements would be included in each option. The “Mix & Match” column provides the opportunity for the reader to reinterpret the options presented and explore possibilities for
an alternative package. Provisional estimates for the cost of each package appear at the bottom of the table on page 12 and discussed in the section on finance on page 16.

Options
Interventions
1 - Maximum 2 - Medium | 3 - Minimum | “Mix & Match”
1) Recreation
Play:
Relocate and increase size of secure children’s play area @
Update play equipment and associated safety surfaces for age ranges under 5's, 5to 11's and over 11's &
Update play equipment and associated safety surfaces for under five & &
Utilise existing slope to provide extra challenge for older young people =
Install new robust dog proof fencing and self closing gates & &
Repair/replace existing robust dog proof fencing and self closing gates &
Provide flat open area within fence for younger children to 'run around'’ &
Provide bins and benches, within area for family use & &
Replace benches and install bins within play area &

Formal Sport:

Creation of surfaced running track & &

Installation of Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) e

Define with permanent lines open grass football pitch/kick-about and install goal posts = =] =

Informal Recreation:

Reinstate 'Trim Trail' around plateau, possibly using out door gym equipment & &

Reinstate 'Trim Trail' around plateau &
@ @ @

Create new surfaced running track on the existing playing fields & &

10
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Interventions

Options

1 - Maximum

2 - Medium

3 - Minimum

“Mix & Match”

2) Security:

Installation of CCTV,

Install lockable gates on car park

Provide daytime warden on site to enforce bylaws and provide visible presence

Cut back existing vegetation to open up areas along existing footpaths to improve sightlines and distribution of light from street lamps

Add extra path finder (low light level output) lighting on main paths which cross the park

& & & & @

3) Access

Path Networks:

Reinstate well used paths ad create new paths to follow desire lines across park which link communities

Reinstate existing paths

Create 1 new path to link steps across new terrace and 1 new path through woodland to link with entrance from Clarendon Drive
Improve safety of steps by adding hand rails and change materials to something more robust and stable

Improve path width/camber/ramps to accommodate disabled access where possible

Boundaries:

Maintain vegetated screen along boundary where appropriate

Entrances:

Create new parking layout with 24 standard and 3 disabled marked bays, central planted area, with pedestrian priority throughout
Create new parking layout with 24 standard and 3 disabled marked bays

Create new planted beds as a transition space from car park into main park

Visually open up and signpost 8 pedestrian entrances into park

Improve entrances needing steps in same style as in park.

Improve entrances to accommodate disabled access where possible

Install '‘Gate way' entrance feature at main car park entrance

& & e @@

e @

L

4) Habitat Management

Create new flowering meadow area along flat area to east of lower park.

Create managed scrubland along Gorse Road

Manage woodland area. First clear of ivy, remove any dangerous trees, and thin some areas to create glades
Manage woodland area by clearing ivy and removing any dangerous trees

Manage woodland area by removing any dangerous trees

& & @

11
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Interventions

Options

1 - Maximum

2 - Medium 3 - Minimum

“Mix & Match”

5) Planting

Create planted beds at entrance and on newly created terraces which link the plateau to the lower park and around oval grass area
Create planted beds at entrance and on newly created terraces which link the plateau to the lower park

Install water tanks to reclaim rain water and grey water from hand wash facility to be used in maintaining newly planted areas

6) Facilities and Amenities

Street Furniture:

Install new picnic benches close to family areas such as the playground

Install new seating benches at strategic points around the park, especially at high points to take advantage of panoramic views
Install dog and litter bins close to all entrance/exits to the park and at major path intersections

Install new notice board close to main entrance (or café facility) to advertise the park and local events

Install new interpretation boards at viewing points to show key landmarks

Install low key way markers in woodland area

Install new sign posts indicating exits on to which roads, to include postcodes to aid emergency services

L B B B N

& &6 & 6 6 & &
¢ o e

Facilities:

Construct new building to house toilets, café and wardens office

Construct building to house toilets, supply of water and electricity for use in park event days
Provide access to drinking water

Provide access to hand wash facilities

Provide area of hard standing, suitable for catering van

&

& & 6 &
¢ & ¢

Food:

New purpose built café that would serve hot and cold snacks and drinks

Pitch permit would be supplied for catering van that would serve hot and cold snacks and drinks for park event days

Staffing:
Full time warden needed to 'police’ park during day time, also to lock vehicle gates, provide first aid etc

Visit from warden needed to lock/unlock vehicle gates at dawn and dusk

Provisional estimates for the cost of each package of interventions

£1,835,563

£1,326,281 £1,093,141

12
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Option 1 - Maximum

13
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Option 2 - Medium

14
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Option 3 - Minimum

15
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5 Finance

The cost estimates for each level of interventions are set out below and include all capital
costs and professional fees. Some interventions will have been done or made unnecessary
by the time a regeneration project is finalised and underway. As mentioned earlier in this
document the Friends of Broomhill and volunteers from the local community are actively
engaged in conservation activities in the park. They are working in close co-operation with
Park Rangers of Medway Greenspace Services and the Council is also improving the
maintenance regime and undertaking repairs.

Improvements may also be forthcoming via an agreement under Section 106 of the Town
and Country Planning Act (Medway Council will confirm details at the appropriate time)
whereby funds can be directed to benefit local communities affected by nearby property
developments.

Option Estimated Cost
1 — Maximum Intervention £ 1,835,563
2 — Medium Intervention £ 1,326,281
3 — Minimum Intervention £ 1,093,141

Funding any of the options will require a significant level of fundraising and the fundraising
strategy would include detailed research into funding sources. That level of research falls
outside the parameters of this document but there are some examples of the kind of funding
sources that may be of interest.

The Big Lottery - Children's Play - Playful Ideas: Supports “projects that demonstrate new
approaches to the provision of play facilities and the development of best practice.”
Organisations can apply at any time until 31% December 2007 for Capital and Revenue
Grants from £10,000 to £250,000.

Reaching Communities: Supports “projects that improve the quality of life of communities
across England, offering help where it is most needed.” Organisations can apply at any time
for grants of up to £500,000 available over a maximum of five years.

People and Places: Supports “people working together to make their communities better
places to live. “ Organisations can apply at any time — 3 levels available: grants between
£5,001 and £250,000, grants between £250,001 and £500,000 and strategic grants from
£500,001 to £1 million.

Landfill Communities Fund (LCF) — (originally the L andfill Tax Credit Scheme) - Landfill
Operators with interests in or around the Medway Towns can be approached for funding
under this scheme provided the project site, in this case Broomhill Park, lies within a
prescribed distance of one of their operations. That will need to be checked but companies
such as Waste Recycling Network (WREN), BIFFAWARD and Cleanaway are possibilities.

There are also small grant schemes that local organisations and community groups can
access to fund activities that would be compatible with delivering some of the aspirations
of the vision, for example:

Awards for All - grants up to £10,000 can be applied for at any time “for people to take
part in art, sport, heritage and community activities, and projects that promote education,
the environment and health in the local community. This source is particularly useful for
enabling communities to engage with and promote participation of young people and
disadvantaged groups in community led projects.

It's Your Community Award - small grants up to £1,000 can be applied for at any time.
Funding is aimed at supporting local environmental, urban renewal and conservation
projects. Useful source for ‘Friends of’ groups to finance hiring tools, purchase of plants,
etc.

Funding information services and databases are available to Medway Greenspace
Services and Groundwork Kent & Medway that will enable a comprehensive search to be
made at the appropriate time.

6 Partners and Stakeholders

The partnership of local people, local authority and organisations in the community forms an
essential element for the regeneration of Broomhill Park. The progress of the Friends of
Broomhill and their working relationship with Medway Greenspace Services Park Rangers ,
provides the necessary focal point for the practical application of the partnership.

Key Stakeholders:

Resident communities of Strood North
Friends of Broomhill

Medway Towns Conservation Volunteers
Medway Council (see below)
Groundwork Kent & Medway

Schools:
Gordon Infant School. Gordon Road Strood.
Gordon Junior School. Gordon Road Strood.
Temple School, Cliffe Road, Strood.
Temple Mill Primary School, Cliffe Road, Strood.

Organisations working with young people:
2" Strood Boys Brigade (Dr Andy Morris)
Mission Church, Strood (Rev D Clarke)
Strood Youth Centre. Montfort Road, Strood. Rochester.
Strood Sports Centre. Watling Street Strood, Rochester.

16
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Other interested parties:

- Medway Urban Parks and Green Spaces Forum
Medway Countryside Forum
Kent Police
Medway Community Safety Partnership

Friends of Broomhill

Friends of Broomhill's mission is to engage and work with the local community, local
authority and other organisations and interested parties in order to ensure that local
residents are provided with valuable amenities that will improve their condition of life and
promote their welfare. To that end FoB seek to improve and promote Broomhill and its
surroundings and to build community cohesion and strength through working in partnership
with the community and said agencies in a common effort to advance education and facilities
for social, moral, economic and intellectual development. Broomhill Park is at the heart of
Broomhill and FoB’s endeavours. The regeneration of the park is a ‘natural vehicle’ for
realising aspirations of the ‘Friends’ group.

Medway Council

Medway Greenspace Services (including the Park Ranger Service)

Community Safety Partnership (including representatives of Kent Police, The Drug and
Alcohol Offending Team, Youth Offending Team, etc.)

Children’s Services (including schools, children’s health, etc)

Community Services, Regeneration and Development - Regeneration and European
Affairs Service

Medway Council want their open spaces to be welcoming, safe and tranquil, offering
opportunities for leisure pursuits that improve the quality of life and lift the spirit. High quality
open spaces can generate a sense of community pride and identity, as well as providing
habitats for biodiversity, and an outdoor classroom. The regeneration of Broomhill Park is an
opportunity to contribute to realising those aspirations.

Groundwork Kent & Medway

Groundwork Kent & Medway is an independent charitable trust that works in partnership with
local communities, local authorities, and other interested parties for the purpose of bringing
about physical and social regeneration. Groundwork’s vision is of a society made up of
sustainable communities which are vibrant, healthy and safe, which value the local and
global environment and where individuals and enterprise prosper. We aim to create
landscapes that promote better health and biodiversity and encourage more sustainable
living. In doing so we seek to ensure that local people are fully engaged in the processes
involved in the improvement and care of their local environment.

7  Sustainability

For the regeneration to succeed, the improvements will need to be sustainable. The vision
presented here originates from local community consultation led by the Friends of Broomhill
(FoB), and a project brief from Medway Council. Medway Greenspace Services is working
closely with FoB undertaking physical maintenance and management tasks in the park. They
are also being aided by Medway Conservation Trust Volunteers and a strong involvement of
local residents.

This partnership approach will be necessary throughout the regeneration and development
of the park and will need to continue beyond the completion of physical works. That will
ensure that the improvements, facilities and amenities created are maintained for the benefit
of the community and future generations.

Sustainability issues will impact any decisions made with regard to selecting the specific
improvement or amenity for development. Medway Council owns most of the site and, as
mentioned above, the Friends of Broomhill are already very active and supportive. There is a
high degree of confidence in both organisations with regard to future maintenance and their
commitment to the sustainability of the regeneration interventions.

Generally speaking, the interventions seek to address a range of needs and desires arising
from the consultation processes that are by their nature issues of sustainability. The key
Issues are summarised as follows:

Specifications in the design, physical elements and construction processes should follow
best practise guidelines with regard to:

* Selection of materials according to their durability to environmental degradation and
resistance to vandalism and accidental damage.

* Use of recycled and re-usable materials where possible.

* Use of materials obtained from environmentally friendly sources and production
techniques. In particular, any wood used in the construction of fixtures or structures
should originate from sustainable and renewable sources.

* Use of materials and design styles that will reflect and enhance the local built and
natural environments in which the projects are located.

* Preservation and/or restoration of the character and integrity of the local environment
with regard to the ecology, built and natural heritage.

The proposed interventions seek to improve:

* access to and mobility throughout the park

* Use of amenities for the local and wider community and to provide improved and new
play and recreational facilities

17
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8  Strategic Context

7.1 Strategic Context

The vision seeks to enhance the park and to refurbish, replace or otherwise improve the
level of public amenity of the park and as such fall in line with Medway Council’s strategic
objectives of adding to and improving public open spaces and amenities. As one of Medway
Council’s major open spaces, Broomhill Park is included in the council’s key policies and
strategies. This policy has been informed by Government legislation that requires local
authorities to provide specific levels of quality open spaces and play and recreation provision
(see National Policy — Guidance to Local Authorities — guidelines extract reproduced below).

There are shortfalls in the quantity of open space for the level of population in the Medway
Towns in general and for the size of population in Strood North,

Draft Medway Countryside and Open Spaces Strategy

The Medway Countryside and Open Spaces Strategy sets how the council aims to preserve
and improve Medway’s countryside and public open spaces both in terms of quality and
qguantity. There is a need to redress a shortfall of accessible public open space in relation to
the population density of Strood North.

Outdoor Play Facilities Strategy

The Draft Outdoor Play Facilities Strategy sets how the council’s draft proposals to increase
and improve play and recreation facilities. Again there is shortfall provision of recreational
open space in Strood North.

Medway Local Plan 2003 : Section 7.5 of the Medway Local Plan governs the use and
protection of Medway’s open spaces, parks and countryside. “Policy L3: PROTECTION OF
OPEN SPACE” This both protects the park and limits the scope of what can be developed on
site. In particular “L3” sets out to prevent loss of such land to the local and wider community.
In this context the ideas presented in this document may be permitted providing that they can
be demonstrated as being desirable outcomes in the context of the Local Plan.

Other relevant strategies and policies include:

- Regeneration Framework, Medway Renaissance Board, 2006
Creating Sustainable Communities; Greening the Gateway Implementation Plan, 2005
Medway Council, 2006. Draft Parks and Urban Gardens Action Plan
Medway Council, 2006 Play Facilities Action Plan

National Policy — Guidance to Local Authorities

Planning Policy Statement 9 (PPS9 ) sets out planning policies on the protection of biodiversity and geodiversity
through the planning system. This Statement seeks to:

promote sustainable development by ensuring that biological and geological diversity are conserved and
enhanced as an integral part of social, environmental and economic development, so that policies and decisions
about the development and use of land integrate biodiversity and geological diversity with other considerations.
conserve, enhance and restore the diversity of England’s wildlife and geology by sustaining, and where possible
improving, the quality and extent of natural habitat and geological and geomorphological sites; the natural
physical processes on which they depend; and the populations of naturally occurring species which they support.
contribute to rural renewal and urban renaissance by enhancing biodiversity in green spaces and among
developments so that they are used by wildlife and valued by people, recognising that healthy functional
ecosystems can contribute to a better quality of life and to people’s sense of well-being;

and ensure that developments take account of the role and value of biodiversity in supporting economic
diversification and contributing to a high quality environment.

Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG 17) states that open space, sport and recreation are fundamental to
delivering broader Government objectives. These include:

supporting an urban renaissance - local networks of high quality, well managed and maintained open spaces,
sports and recreational facilities help create urban environments that are attractive, clean and safe. Green
spaces are important as areas for nature conservation, biodiversity and as ‘green lungs’ which help improve air
quality.

supporting a rural renewal - the countryside can provide opportunities for recreation and visitors can play an
important role in the regeneration of the economies of rural areas.

promoting social inclusion and community cohesion - well planned and maintained open spaces and recreational
facilities can help improve people’s sense of well being and serve as a focal point for community activities and
social interaction.

health and well being - open spaces, sport and recreational facilities have a vital role to play in promoting healthy
living and preventing illness, and in the social development of children of all ages through play, sporting activities
and interaction with others.

promoting more sustainable development - by ensuring that open space, sports and recreational facilities
(particularly in urban areas) are easily accessible by walking and cycling and that more heavily used or intensive
sports and recreational facilities are planned for locations well served by public transport.

PPGI7 states that, to ensure effective planning for open space, sport and recreation it is essential that the needs of local
communities are known. As such, the Guidance encourages local authorities to develop open space strategies, and
undertake robust assessments of the existing and future needs of their communities for open space, sports and
recreational facilities. Assessments will normally be undertaken at district level, although assessments of strategic
facilities should be undertaken at regional or sub-regional levels.
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Appendix: Strood North Demographic Information
The information below is Crown Copyright material supplied by the Office of Public Sector Information and reproduced under the terms of the click-use licence. All figures are from the national census conducted in 2001.

Strood

South

Strood

South

Education North Medway East England
Total No. full-time students and schoolchildren:

Aged 16-17 254 5,282 157,649 955,217
Aged 18-74 217 4,522 230,096 1,543,512
People aged 16-74 with:

No qualifications 27.47%  29.97% 23.92% 28.85%
Highest qualification level 1 21.88% 21.43% 17.13% 16.63%
Highest qualification level 2 22.56% 21.64% 21.18% 19.36%
Highest qualification level 3 6.59% 6.95% 9.20% 8.34%
qualification level 4 / 5 13.52% 12.02% 21.75% 19.90%
Other qualifications / level unknown 7.97% 8.00% 6.82% 6.92%
Households S,\ﬁ?r?ﬁ Medway Slé):st? England
All Households 5,247 99,566 3,287,489 20,451,427
Owner occupied: Owns outright 31.38% 26.90% 31.28% 29.19%
Owner occupied: Owns with a mortgage or loan 49.07% 47.75% 41.90% 38.88%
Owner occupied: Shared ownership 1.47% 1.11% 0.78% 0.65%
Rented from: Council (local authority) 0.99% 4.28% 7.35% 13.21%
ggzitaeldl_gg(rjrr(:)gousing Association / Registered 6.84% 9.15% 6.61% 6.05%
Rented from: Private landlord or letting agency 8.46% 8.12% 8.77% 8.80%
Rented from: Other 1.79% 2.70% 3.31% 3.22%

Population (at April 2001) North Medway East England
Total Population 13,292 249,488 8,000,645 49,138,831
Population: Males 6,599 122,896 3,905,155 23,922,144
Population: Females 6,693 126,592 4,095,490 25,216,687
Population Density — No.of people per hectare ~ 12.99 4.20 3.77
Age Groups:

0-4; years 6.73% 6.49% 5.91% 5.96%
5-15; years 15.49% 15.96% 14.02% 14.20%
16-19; years 5.07% 5.33% 4.81% 4.90%
20-44; years 36.70% 36.16% 34.62% 35.31%
45-64; years 22.98% 23.42% 24.29% 23.75%
Aged 65 years and over 13.03% 12.64% 16.36% 15.89%
Ethnic Group:

White 92.74% 94.62% 95.10% 90.92%
Mixed 1.02% 1.09% 1.07% 1.31%
Asian or Asian British 4.88% 2.94% 2.33% 4.58%
Black or Black British 0.65% 0.69% 0.71% 2.30%
Chinese or Other Ethnic Group 0.70% 0.66% 0.78% 0.89%
General Health S,\ﬁ?r?ﬁ Medway Slé):st[] England
General health: Good 70.33% 69.81% 71.50% 68.76%
General health: Fairly good 22.35%  22.63% 21.38% 22.21%
General health: Not good 7.32% 7.56% 7.12% 9.03%
People with a limiting long-term illness 15.04%  15.63% 15.47% 17.93%
Employment Sthor?r? Medway SEO:;? England
Economically active:

People aged 16-74: Employees Full-time 46.43%  44.59% 43.22% 40.81%
People aged 16-74: Employees Part-time 11.97%  12.35% 12.20% 11.81%
People aged 16-74: Self-employed 7.43% 7.60% 9.58% 8.32%
People aged 16-74: Unemployed 3.64% 3.48% 2.31% 3.35%
People aged 16-74: Full-time student 2.18% 2.26% 2.71% 2.58%
Economically inactive:

People aged 16-74: Retired 11.74%  11.79% 13.40% 13.54%
People aged 16-74: Student 2.88% 3.34% 4.17% 4.67%
People aged 16-74: Looking after home / family 7.76% 7.77% 6.55% 6.52%
People aged 16-74: Permanently sick / disabled 3.40% 4.03% 3.45% 5.30%
People aged 16-74: Other 2.56% 2.79% 2.41% 3.10%
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